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Primitive Chriſtians 
| ** Bearing cheir Teſtimony for God in Times of - 


PERSECUTION: 


| (of BEING Gy 
Some Sentences of Tertullian and others, \taken our of a Book, called 
The: Mirrour of the Martyrs: How that the Crimes which of Old 
were objedted againſt the Chriſtians, were, That they frequent-d Se- 
ditions Meetings and Conventicles, and that they would Rebel againſt their 
Superiours : And the Judges and Jultices grew incenlt againſt them, 
and.would not hear their juſt Pleas ; therefore Tertwllian com- 


plained, ſaying : 


Hus are' our -Adverſarys affected towards us,” that they condemn our 
cauſe before it'be heard; which if it were equally heard, could nor be 
condemied”by them - Bur is there any thing more unjuſt, then to 
of hate that which is not known, ſeeing then Men hare what they know 

not;” why ſhould it not be granted us to follow that we know, and being known 

could.noc be ſo maligned as it is? - It is nor permitted to Chriſtians to have their 
cauſe-publickly heard, *whereia (he ſaid ) their Blindneſs appeared that accuſed 
us a3 Evil-doers;- but clie cauſe of MalefaRtors'is heard, ſifted and pleaded, only to 

Chtiſtians'c is denyed, not being ſuffered ro ntrer thar which would make their 

cauſcnnderſtood;' nor to defend theEruch, which hinders che Judge from ſhewing 

himſelf juſt. Bur ſeeing the truth condemns that, which Men impoſe upon us 
their laſt refuge is (ſee Tertu. ) to blear our Eyes with the Authority of their 
Laws; which ſay they, muſt not be repealed, (faich he) As touching the Law they 

 ſpeakiof;” may nor Men fail in framing Laws, and therefore corre& and r 
what they have:'EndRed ? -dothinor experience dayly manifeſt ſo much char 
ancient Laws are abrogated by Enacting of new ? , Thence it follows. ( ſaith he ) 
tharntither lengrivof time, nor Authority of the Law makes Laws to be good, 
but.only ſuch'as are grounded upon Juſtice and Equity , juſtly then (Gairh he ) 
roay. that. Law be ſuſpected for bad, it it will nor ſuffer it ſelf to be tryed; and is 
unjuſt, if not being examined, it yettakes place. 1 

As for Antiquity, againſt which you-tcll us we Chriſtians rraaſgreſs , as there 
wasa.complaintagainlt the Chriſtians, That ſuch Phantaſtical ſingularity was amoneſt 
ther, that thoſe things which their Elders had received and allowed, they rejedted and diſ- 
allowed, deviſing every man ſuch Laws as they thought good, and obſerve the Same, 4ſ- 
ſembling together greas' multitudes of people. © Saith Tertullian you make Anti- 
« guify your: God, and yet you your ſelves from day to day l ive as you liſt hold- 
« ing that faſt which-you oughtro forgo, forlaking that which you ought to retain, 
And as for thoſe »Crimes that were Objected Againſt them , that rhey d:d frequent 
Seditions Meetings aid Conventicles; and that they would rebell againſt their Superiors, 
and that their Aſſemiblies were unſermly in ſecret.” And they reflected upon =_ as 
co their Pew:rty, And that they offended the Majeſty of Princes b:cauſe they did not give 
thews,40304rs which were vainecAlatterings br IE 'And therefore they Accounted 


chem 
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and ſome were drawa by th rs being Cited 
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che Lprdiin their hearts, for ſo dping!) the multitude 1a So tþ to {cord ; "gd 

othery*Came boldly witha lic in thei | ing thar-chey neverwere of 


that profeſſion, 'of whom it was ſaidthat they ſhould hardly ever be ſaved, of 
the Reſidue ſome followed otic part, ſome another, ſortic ran away and ſome were 
taken, of: wham: certaine continued t6/ batids 'and totmenes conftant ; others 
age after long impriſonment þeforc they ſhould come before the Judg Renounc- 

their faich,ſome allo after they bad ſaffered torments, yer aſter revolted bur 0- 


chers being ax ſtrong as bleſſed & yaliene pil lers of the Lard,fortified wich conftan- 
CYz A ent their faith, were made fairhfull Martyrs of the Kingdom of God. 
And 4raobixe Tairh, 'that in leſs then ge days were Martyred in divers provin- 
ces abour- 20000 Perſons, Cheifly becauſe of their Aſſemblies. And the 
Valeranws yat forth a Proclamation forbiding the Meetings of the Chriftians :. And 
commanded all good Chriſtiansro be baniſhc our of the Lak, whereof there were 
exceeding many, yet. iis ſaid choſe thardid remgine met in ,troops, which rhe 
Emperor hearing ſcac for theProvoſt,and ſtryck him tor noc quite ridding the Coun) 
try of them, and gayehim a ſtrict order," To go to their 03 and put them all 
to the Sword.So the Prowoft went at the time and p! 
( ſending to the Chriſtians (ecretly ro givt then notice 


threa ſhould ſuffer without chem, the reſt a Noman pole very faſt 
through the ſoldiers, with her Lictle Child-igq-her Armes,which the _— , 
ng ſaid the 


had calen Faces gaveover, and went tothe Emperor, relating the marter, ſaying 


to him, take A way my life, thaw mayeſt , but to Execute thy Commands herein, 1 dare 


And as for the Obje&ions ; ts the Chriſtian Meetings, as aforſaid, they 
Anſwered, our Rage or religious exerciſes are neither adden nor unknown, 
Albeit({aid they)we have neither Temples nor Altars,we worſhip our Godin ſpirit, 
we adore him in our hearts,our care is to excerciſe our ſelves in innocency, Juſtice 
and continual] Supplications; we fly and abhor wickedneſs and theſe are our ſacri- 
fices we are ſufficiently known toour ſelyes, and the badge whereby we are Knowa 
each to other is Innocency and modeſty; thus we Loye- one another and know not 
what it is tO hate, thus we acknowledge our ſelyes brethren, the Children of one 
Father,followers together of the ſame Faith, and [nheriters of the ſame hope. In 
our meetings we Aﬀec neither Ambition nor vain Glory , But when we meer 
it is tocall upon God with one heart in our Prayers we pray for Princes and thoſe 
that govern under them, for principalityes, for Kingdoms thac in all chings tran- 
quility may be Injoyed, Our 
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unable to relieve us, bur Gods true { is nor forſaken chough he ſaifer 3 nor 


or is OVETCOame. 
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the _— Jeſus. _ 
Moreover, How ſhould we Rebel againft our iors, ly 
ſuffer the wrongs offered us on al} Hands? How oft ve the Mal $f 4 
vaded us ? only by theirown Authority, aſſailing us, now with' Fire, Ek LE, 
Stoges. And not only-the Blind Muleitude rejoyce at the Cruekties which are ex- 
erciſed us, bi even the Principal in Authority, who rule over th 
where Na kk wkeady'a for all this ? Morrk, Gl 
ey ) thar-a lixtle Fire kindled by Men ſhould take Y; cance, forthe 
pom ej orine of God; Alas! do youthink (ſaid bow” Mul- 
titudes of -Men arc wanting to us ? Strange Nations pd 
you have their Territories limitred ; but we Chriſtians are 
Citys, Villages, yea, your Houſes are we Chit re Apr our 
only your Temples we leave to your ſelves, ſorhar unleſs we. were m__ rather 
to be killed then to kill, we ighe, and chat without Armies aſlail you 
true Chriſtian is Enemy to an living, much leſs wo. his Prince, Noe he 
knows to be ordained of his God, in which reſpeQ, he Loveth, Reverenceth, 
and Honoureth him, we give honour to our King, then (aid they) ſo kar as'is 
Lawful for us, and Expedient for him. 


More Notes taken out of the Mirronx of the Martyrs of the Sayings of others. 
Pag. Illiam Therp ſaid, Truth hath theſe Properties, that mhere-ever it is 
320. poſed, yet it grues a ſweet Smell, __ more the Enemies 7 
greater ſweet Savour cometh thereof , which Heavenly Smell will nat waniſh like - 
_ in the Wind, but will deſcend and reſt in ſame Clean Soul that thirfteth 

Pag. 317.] Kilian, a Dutch Schoolmaſter (to ſuch as askc him if he loyed: noc 
his Wife and Children) ſaid, 7es ; if at che World were Gold, F mould give it 10 live 
with them, though it were but ina Priſon, yet us my Soul and wm Lord Chriſt Dearer #6 
me than all things whatſoever. E | 
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 Pag..23: Fe end, 1 E form your Ty be hath gut lone ty COMTRNe. 
MN » 263-]. Rokere Cor beingrdemanded by the Biſhop-of Norwich,” Petr he 
ou Obey the King's Laws ? | Anſwered, As far as they agree with God s Word Iwnill 
obs tem: .-. The Biſhop ſaid, Whether they Agret "or mor Fe with Gol's Wird, we 
dro Obeythem,. tlongh the Kingmerean Tofiael, Coe (uid; "If Shedrech, 'Me- 
ego had ſorlone; 'Nebuchadnezyer had not Obifeſed rhe Truc G0 
er Holand farke in che Spirit of. PtoplrecÞ/cdiicetning the Powers in his Ape, 
them, .7, hay - Authority was from God 5 andithat by his StffeFing s they did Perferwce 
hers ; hut hx, Ogirh;he) I;dare be.bold.to ſa, which' by his' Spirit Lum MOVED to 
eh, "Godwill ſharigg your Hahd of Craetty. * Which did {o d core t0 —_—- 


# |  Cirgirial Woolſey s Teſtimony about. PRI N. TANG, - 
- | . - = - andhisLamentation:to the 'P OPF7 | 


Ws veryAn of PRINTING was at the firſt though Dangerous, becauſe 
s T [3 was looked on as a thing like to introduce ſevera] Opinions in Religion , 

ral Woolſeyidia Letter of his to the Pope; hath this Paſſage about it. That bis 

could pot bt ignorant what divers E fetts the New Invention of Printing had pro- 
duced ;;for a jt had brought inind voſtbred Books and Leatning, ſo together it hath been 
b- - Leeafion of theſe;Sthis and Sthiſms, whith dutly ipprared in the World, but chiefly in 
ermany, where men begin mow to call in queſtion t Borfon Faith and Tenents of hs 
Church, and tg examin how far Religion is departed from its primitive Inſtitution; and 
that which particularly was moſt to'be lamented, they had exhoried Lay and Ordinary Men to 
_ Scriptures,” and to Pray in their vulear Tongue , that if this were ſuffered, beſides 
- * Dangers the common People at laſt 1 5 yur? to believe, that there was not (0 much 
| Tt the Fan þ for if menwert perſwade once they could make their own way to God, 


Prayer s in their Native nd Ordinary Lan; Wage might prerce Heaven as well a4 in 
pt rh much would the Aut yer ; the M S fall! ' how "$42 might this prove 
I woe ad tr Eccefutc Orders loved! * Hurberts Hiſt, of Hen, 8 
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